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Hello Life Group Leaders, thank you for continuing to lead your groups so faithfully.
This guide is designed to lead your group in a discussion around the weekend sermon. This
weekend, we ended our series on Generosity with an interview of Gary Haugen. This guide is
designed to help you to consider thinking about how we live into the call of serving others.

Connect
•
•
•
•

Describe a situation where you helped someone but ended up being blessed more in
return.
When you encounter someone standing on the side of the road holding a cardboard sign
and asking for money, what is your usual reaction? Why?
Think about the last time you felt served by someone. What did that person do and how
did you feel?
What is your greatest obstacle to serving (e.g., other priorities, time, focus, taking the
first step)?

Engage

“The greatest among you will be your servant. For those who exalt themselves will be humbled,
and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” - Matthew 23:11-12
• What types of people would most people refer to as “great”? Name names.
• How do most people pursue greatness?
• How is greatness revealed in servitude?
Jesus spoke these words to the crowds and his disciples, but the effect would be the same today
if he were to speak to a group of “regular” people. What do you hear Jesus saying to us? When
[Jesus] had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you
understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and
rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you
also should wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done
for you. Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater
than the one who sent him. Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. John 13:12-17
• Jesus’s act of service was the duty of a household servant. In fact, the word Jesus uses
for “servant” is actually the Greek word for “slave.” What did Jesus communicate in
breaking this societal norm?
• After this event, there was not a recorded epidemic of foot washing. What did the
disciples learn from Jesus’s example?
• What might be a modern-day equivalent to foot washing?
• Who do you consider as “lesser” than yourself? How could you serve them?

Apply
•
•
•
•

Whose feet do you need to “wash”?
Whose feet would be difficult to “wash”?
How can you serve someone without treating them like a project?
What are two things you could do to serve someone this week? Commit to doing these
two things and report back to the group next week.

Pray
Invite someone to pray this prayer aloud for the group:
Jesus, in the Gospel of John, you taught your disciples and now us that we did not choose
you, but you have chosen us and appointed us so that we might go and bear fruit – fruit that
will last – so that whatever we ask in your name, the Father will give to us. As we seek to bear
the fruit that will last, we ask for courage, for wisdom, and for hearts that break for the things
matter most to you. Help us to love one another the way you love us. Amen.

Serving Opportunity

Looking for a way to be generous? Check out our Serve Your City projects:
https://menlo.church/serve-your-city-projects

